INTRODUCTION
T he Ecology, Fisheries, and Oceanography Program in the Gulf of Mexico (EPOMEX) was conceived as a strategy to strengthen higher education in the Gulf of Mexico region through support of scientific research, the development of human resources, and the improvement of existing scientific infrastructure. From the program's creation in 1990 to its change into a permanent center in 1997, the purpose has been to develop a professional response to regional programs. The initiation of this program in the southern Gulf of Mexico was based on the great industrial and scientific importance of the area, as well as its importance to the socioeconomic development of Mexico.
Since 1990, the Universidad Autónoma de Campeche (UAC) has promoted the development of highly qualified researchers and workers as well as research on priority issues regarding the evaluation and protection of coastal ecosystems and their renewable resources. With support from the Board of Education through the Undersecretary of Scientific Research and Higher Education, on 26 July 1990, the UAC announced the creation of the Program of Ecology, Fisheries, and Oceanography of the Gulf of Mexico (EPOMEX is the acronym in Spanish (Fig. 1) .
The EPOMEX Program during its first 5 years of existence proved to be a creative academic instrument, contributing to the solution of different needs and requirements of the region, from a scientific and technological point of view. Owing to the transcendent work undertaken by the EPOMEX Program, the Honorable University Council approved a new organic structure recognizing the academic potential of its staff, elevating the program to the category of center on 14 June 1996, thus making its academic activities within the university permanent. As of 2008 EPOMEX has been recognized as a Consolidated Academic Group by the Board of Education within its program PROMEP (Spanish acronym for ''Program for Improving Professorship''). GOALS 1. Our goals are to obtain scientific answers for priority problems in the following areas:
N Coastal ecosystem management: We will study and address issues in ecology, conservation, and restoration of coastal wetlands; integrated management of the coastal zone; marine and coastal policy; management and conservation of natural protected coastal areas; water quality monitoring; and determination of the environmental quality of sediments.
N Tropical fish resources: We will research and address issues in population dynamics and coastal resource evaluation, community ecology, ichthyology, environmental processes that regulate the distribution and abundance of biotic resources on coastal zones, base line studies to manage biotic resources of commercial importance in coastal zones (Fig. 2 ).
N Pollution and environmental impact: We will carry out programs and address issues in ecotoxicology, environmental monitoring, non-point sources of pollution, environmental problems caused by changes in land use, geographic information system (GIS) and remote sensing applied to environmental diagnosis.
N Aquaculture: We will study and address issues in pathobiology of aquatic organisms, aquatic health, identification and use of probiotics in aquaculture, alternative sources of protein, and estimation of potential aquacultural sites through GIS (Fig. 3) .
N Coastal processes: We will research and address issues in coastal landscape ecology, natural risk zoning, coastal zone environmental vulnerability, numeric models applied to the coastal zone, littoral dynamic studies.
2. We will create highly qualified professionals on integrated coastal management of seas and coasts through the Integrated Management of Coastal and Marine Zones master's program; an integrative, multidisciplinary and flexible program that trains students in how to address coastal and marine problems with efficiency and within a sustainable framework (Fig. 4) . 3. We will publish and make available the results of scientific research and the academic 
